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the electricity thus conducted. To his astonishment, he dis-
covered that a spark of electricity jumped onto his hand! It
was proved that lightning was due to a discharge of electricity
between clouds. This discovery paved the way for the "light-
ning conductor". A sharply pointed iron rod is to be placed on
the top of the building, i.e., at its highest point and let a wire
run from the rod to the earth. The building will be fully pro-
tected from the devastation of "lightning electricity" since the
electrical charge will be earthed / grounded,
Other discoveries
*Franklin stove for heating rooms (the counterpart of
present day 'aircpnditioning').
*Bi-focal eye glasses.
*The Leyden jar, a basis for the parallel plate capacitor
used in TV and radio today.
* Postulated that diseases spread rapidly in poorly venti-
lated rooms.
Other achievements
* His book ''Experiments and Observations on Electricty"
was ranked equivalent with the "Principia" of Sir Issac Newton.
* Elected to the Royal Society in London and to the Royal
Academy of Science in Paris.
*Ben began publication of Poor Richard's Almanac, an
annual calendar of events, church holy days weather forecast,